
 

 

 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

  A congregation of the ELCA on the Rocky Boy’s Reservation 

499 Mission Taylor Road 

Box Elder, MT  59521-8983 
 Phone: 406-395-4307 

 Fax: 406-395-4076 

 E-mail: office@oslcrb.org 

 Website: www.oslcrb.org 

 

Return service requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thrivent Choice 
 Thrivent Choice giving is important to us. If you are a 
Thrivent member, please consider 
designating Our Saviour's as a 
Thrivent Choice gift recipient. If you 
already have - Thank you!  If not, you 
can click on the logo on our website 
and designate us as your choice. 
 Through your generous designations, Our Saviour's has 
received $702 Thrivent Choice dollars so far in 2014. Keep 
up the wonderful designating! 
 
Campbell Soups Labels 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church participates in the 
Campbell’s Labels for Education program.  We welcome 
you sending UPCs and bottle caps from eligible products.  
Information on which products qualify can be found at: 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-
products.aspx. 

You can now do e-Labels if you use a 
grocery store or another merchant card. 
These points can be deposited directly into 
our account. To check into this, look at  
eLabelsforeducation on the Internet. 

 

A Reminder for All You Generous Givers 
 Please make sure to include your name and return 
address inside when you send a package or box. Often 
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things get sent from a mail store and do not include this 
information. Sadly, we have no idea who sent those 
donations. So, if you have not received a thank-you note, 
we apologize and say “thank you” now! 
 

The Ambassador 1000 Program 
The Ambassador 1000 program is one 

way we look to create a stable donor base. 
If you would like to participate, please 
indicate your pledge of support on your first 
donation. On your subsequent donations 
write “Ambassador.” Thank you. 

Information about the Ambassador 1000 
program can be found on our website. Or, 
write, call, or e-mail, and we will send the information to you. 
 

FaceBook 
 Please “like” our FaceBook page at “Our Saviour's 
Lutheran Church – Rocky Boy, MT”. 
************************************************************************ 
We would like to send more newsletters out by e-mail. If you are 
able to receive it by e-mail, please contact Our Saviour's Lutheran 
Church at office@oslcrb.org. Also, we keep current mailing 
addresses on file in case the e-mail address fails. 
************************************************************************* 

Has your mailing address or e-mail address changed? If so, 
please let us know. If you receive this by mail, but were 
expecting it by e-mail, we may not have your current e-mail 
address. To check, send us an e-mail. 
  

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-products.aspx
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn/participating-products.aspx
http://www.elabelsforeducation.com/
mailto:office@oslcrb.org
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From the Pastor 
 Some times change is hard, but necessary. When I first 
came to Rocky Boy, almost six years ago, there was some 
discussion about taking down the two very tall pine trees in 
front of the Mission House because they were too close to 
the building and the roots could harm the foundation. I think 
these trees symbolized many different things to people and 
the idea of giving them up was difficult. Then the snow and 
the rain came, followed by several years of flooding in the 
Mission House basement. After trying a number of different 
options to take care of the water problem, it was decided to 
put a French drain system around the Mission House. That 
meant, for the sake of having a dry, usable basement, the 
pine trees had to come down. Now after almost two years, 
and lots of snow and rain, the face of the Mission House 
has changed and the basement has stayed dry. Change 
can sometimes bring a blessing! 
 That is such a picture of our own lives. Sometimes we 
fight against change with our entire being. Culture around 
us changes, but we do not want to adapt – sometimes with 
good reason and sometimes not. We desperately want to 
maintain those things that form our identity.  
 This struggle faces many Native people. This is true on 
the Rocky Boy’s Reservation as the people try maintain 
cultural ways and preserve the Chippewa and Cree 
languages in the face of non-Indian culture that draws 
young and old alike. 
 The ultimate struggle seems to be able to walk in two 
worlds. To maintain the integrity of who one is – a person of 
Native heritage, language, and culture, and to be able to 
operate well within the world outside the reservation 
boundaries – to operate within a culture and understanding 
of life that is inherently different and, often, not respectful of 
Native culture and understanding of life. 
 The questions swirl around. What can and should 
change? What cannot and should not? This is an almost 
constant struggle I see going on around me. 
 This is one of the reasons I would invite you to come 
and visit us at Our Saviour’s on the Rocky Boy’s 
Reservation. It is coming to meet our neighbors and see the 
struggles they face in their lives, that help us have 
compassion and understanding. It is through these 
experiences that we grow in acceptance, respect, and love 
of and for our neighbors. Please consider coming and 
meeting the Chippewa Cree people. You will be blessed 
(and changed) through the experience and the people you 
meet will be blessed (and changed) by your presence, too! 
 
2014 Servant Groups 
 It is time to make plans to come in 2014! It is not too late. 
We have a number of weeks already reserved for the 
summer. But, remember, servant events are not limited to 
summer! Groups are welcome year round. Check out the 
information and the availability of weeks on the calendar on 
our website. 
 

What Makes a Servant Trip to Our Saviour’s Different 
from Others? 
 This is not the first question people who are thinking 
about coming to Our Saviour’s do to a servant trip ask, but 
is something we try to emphasize. First, we welcome inter-
generational groups (junior high aged through elders). Yes, 
there should be at least 1 adult for every 5 or 6 young 
people, but if there are more adults than that, we will not 
turn you away! And, if your group is entirely adults, you are 
welcome. 
 We try to gear work projects so they are age- and 
experience-appropriate. Yes, young people may handle 
hammers and some power tools, but always under the 
guidance and direction of someone with experience. Will 
people learn new skills? Yes, that is very possible. 
 There will always be interaction with the Chippewa Cree 
people through projects, presentations, dance and drum 
demonstrations, sharing crafts, and having meals together. 
You will learn about the people and from the people you are 
working among for the time you are here. 
 Check out our website for information about coming to 
Rocky Boy for a Servant Group. 
 

Meet Jessie Obrecht 
 Hello!  My name is Jessie Obrecht, 
and I had the opportunity to come to Our 
Saviour’s and spend some time learning 
and exploring during the month of 
January. I am currently a first-year 
student at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in 
Columbus, OH studying to earn my 
Masters of Divinity to become an 

ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America (ELCA). 
 I grew up in Havre, MT and attended college at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN.  Throughout college I 
majored in Social Work and Religion and had the 
opportunity to do a lot of work with different cultures and 
nationalities as a part of my training.   After graduating 
college I spent a summer (2012) as a counselor at Flathead 
Lutheran Bible Camp, and was able to help run a week of 
day camp at Our Saviour’s.  Throughout that week I was 
able to spend some quality time with the kids who attended 
day camp, as well as a Servant Group that was serving 
during that week as well.  Coming back for the week of day 
camp with FLBC was my first time returning to Rocky Boy 
since 2007, and over time I had forgotten how important 
and influential Native American History and Culture are to 
my home state. 
 After my summer with FLBC, I spent a year abroad with 
a program called Young Adults in Global Mission through 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.  I worked in 
Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia at a school for the deaf and 
differently-abled, and also helped out at a local church.  
 After enrolling in seminary this past fall, I decided to 
spend part of January at Our Saviour’s reading and learning 
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about Native American ministries in the state of Montana.  I 
am very grateful for this community, its supporters, and the 
opportunity to be able to learn and grow in faith alongside 
one another!  Thank you! 
 
International Visitors from South Africa and Bolivian 
 In June, we were blessed with a visit from Bishop 
William Bowles and Joe 
Jongolo of the Cape Orange 
Diocese in South Africa. They 
came to Synod Assembly 
where Pastor Linda presented 
them with a beaded Luther 
rose medallion and a beaded 
medicine bag. In showing 
them around the synod, Pastor Peggy Paugh Leuzinger 
brought them up to Rocky Boy. We had an enjoyable lunch 
and time of conversation before they had to go on their way. 
 In October, we were again blessed with a visit from the 
Pastor Presidente Emilio Aslla Flores of the Bolivian 
Lutheran Church. Accompanied by Pastor Steve and 

Colleen Nelson, we had a 
conversation and lunch with the 
Bear Paw Cluster pastors and LPAs. 
There was dinner and a drum and 
dance demonstration with members 
of the Rocky Boy community. At that 
gathering, Bishop Flores was given 
a gift of a beaded Luther rose 
medallion. 

 
Quilt Give-away at Rocky Boy’s Winter Pow-wow 
 During the first weekend in January, the Tribe had their 
Winter Pow-wow at Montana State University-Northern in 
Havre. On Saturday night, Church Council members Loni 
Whitford and Lisa Crain, along with Mike Lame Bull (our 
maintenance person) and Pastor Linda, gave away quilts to 
the elders who were present at the pow-wow. There was a 
special song of thanks that was sung by one of the drum 
groups while the recipients of the quilts danced and 
honored the gift given to them. Thank you to Merle Tendoy, 
the arena director, and Tribal Councilman Dustin Whitford 
for kind words and some history of Our Saviour’s shared 
with those present at the pow-wow. 
 
Vacation Bible School Day Camp 
 Our Saviour's was been particularly blessed concerning 
VBS Day Camp this year. Through a grant of $1,000 from a 
family foundation, and a generous gift of $2,500 from an 
individual, a large portion of our VBS program for Summer 
2014 has already been paid for.  
 Our program is completely free to any child from Rocky 
Boy. We provide transportation to and from the church. The 
kids arrive early enough in the morning to participate in the 
free breakfast program at the Rocky Boy’s school cafeteria 
and end VBS Day Camp with lunch there, too. 

 Counselors from Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp will 
come again for two weeks in July 2014. We have Servant 
Groups coming during both of these weeks.  Part of their 
work project will be to help out in the mornings with VBS. 
 Donations to help fund our VBS program are greatly 
appreciated.  The cost for two weeks is about $3,800, which 
includes the fees to FLBC and our transportation costs. 
 
2014 Cross-Cultural Immersion Event 
 This immersion event is being offered in partnership 
with NRIT (Northern Rockies Institute of Theology). It will 
begin on Sunday evening, June 8

th
, and end on Friday 

morning, June 13
th
. We are hoping the timing will allow 

clergy, as well as, lay people to come. This event will 
provide 20 hours of Continuing Education credits. For more 
details and a registration form, look on our website. 
 
Rocky Boy Kids to Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 

Giving the gift of a campership to Flathead Lutheran 
Bible Camp (FLBC) could make all the difference to the 
world to some kids on the Rocky Boy’s Reservation. 
Through the generosity of FLBC, all twelve of the kids who 
went to camp last summer received camperships.  We are 
hoping to take both church vans to camp this year with 15 to 
20 kids (aged 4

th
 grade through high school). 

Along with fund-raising we will be doing, we have 
applied for a grant from the Women of the ELCA to help 
with the cost of camperships. The camp itself will commit to 
supplying camperships for the kids, too. With travel 
expenses and fees to FLCB, we figure the cost of taking 15 
to 20 kids with be about $7,000. 

Please consider making a designated gift directly to the 
camp itself for the kids from Rocky Boy, or make a 
designated gift to Our Saviour’s for the kids going to camp. 
A special gift from you will help our kids to attend FLBC in 
August 2014. 
 
Stitching and Knitting Together 

This past year we applied for grants from both the 
Hetzel Foundation (of the MT Synod) and the Women of the 
ELCA in order to re-start the sewing group that was once an 
important ministry of this congregation. We were pleased to 
receive the Hetzel, which funded more than we asked. This 
has allowed us to purchase cabinets in which to store the 
sewing machines on the 1

st
 floor of the Mission House, 

along with fabric and knitting and crocheting supplies.  
The sewing machines have been given to us by our 

“Sewing Lady,” Jessie Kilian. She uses them once a year to 
teach sewing and is willing to let us use them at other times. 

It you have donations of fabric and yarn you would like 
to send for this group to use, it would be very welcome. 
 
Personal and Small Group Retreats 
 Personal retreat time is available at our facility at any 
time during the year. We have space set aside for 
individuals, couples, or a small group of no more that 10 
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who would like to have a time of quiet and contemplation, 
individually or as a group. If you have questions concerning 
this, please contact Pastor Linda. 
 
Working Towards Getting a New-to-Us Truck 
 Earlier this year, a foundation was contacted about 
applying for a grant. The current foundation president was 
in our area this summer and stopped by to learn more about 
our ministry. It was wonderful that he took the time and the 
result was a grant of $4,000 towards the purchase of a new-
to-us truck. Having talked with a local dealer, we will need to 
raise a total of $8,000 to $12,000 to get one that is in good 
condition and will meet our needs. But, we are about 1/3 to 
1/2 of the way there! This is particularly good news as our 
old truck died this past fall.  
 We have sold our old truck and received a few 
donations to go into our truck fund, which now totals $4,650.  
If you would like to make a special contribution towards the 
purchase of the truck, we would greatly appreciate it! 
 
Layette Ministry 

Our layette program has been very popular.  Layettes 
help new mothers on the reservation. We appreciate 
anything that we receive for the Layette program. On behalf 
of those receiving this gift, we say “thank you”. 

Our main items in a layette are: 
3 onesies                                   1 hooded baby towel 
10 newborn diapers                   2 bibs 
3 receiving blankets                  1 baby quilt 
1 wash cloth                              1 small baby oil 
1 baby wash or soap                 3 T- Shirts 
3 pairs of socks or booties        1 cap 
3 sleepers 
 Some things are we like to include are heavy or bulky. If 
you would like to send a gift to buy diapers, lotions, soap, 
etc., please designate it for the “layette ministry”. 
 
Plans for a Kitchen Garden 
 We are making plans to start a sustainable kitchen 
garden this coming spring and summer. We have a space 
set aside and have received a Hunger Grant for $3,500 
from the ELCA, along with several donations designated for 
our garden project, which will help with the start-up costs, 
i.e. 8-foot fencing (to keep out all variety of animals – wild 
and domestic!), lumber for raised beds, soil, seeds, and 
plants. 
 
The Education Fund 

Donations for our Education Fund are greatly 
appreciated. This fund is used for college scholarships and 
Vacation Bible School expenses. Currently we are giving 
monthly stipends to five students from Rocky Boy.  

During this school year (2013-2104), we have received 
donations from a family trust set up specifically to help 
students from Rocky Boy, a church endowment fund, and 
several individuals.  

Our Saviour’s “Wish List” 
 We are so thankful for all the gifts that we do receive.   
We need: 
 New-to-us truck ($8,000 to $12,000), Snow blower 
 (priced at $1,100), Mini bobcat 
 Unfortunately, we lost a few pieces of equipment in a 
recent theft and need to replace: 
 Air compressor, chain saw, and circular saw. 
We always need: 
 Layette items and new items for Christmas gifts. 
 
Thank you for Your Spiritual and Financial Support 

In this time of economic stress, we cannot thank you 
enough for your continued support to the ministry of Our 
Saviour’s on the Rocky Boy’s Reservation. Please continue 
to pray for us, as we do for you. We hope you are able to 
continue with your financial support as well. 

We constantly thank God for each one of you who 
remember us in any way. Thank you! 

 
Becoming a Ministry Partner 

Ministry Partners (aka Mission Partners) are very 
important to us and we have had people ask how they or 
their congregation or organization can become one. There 
are several different ways. One is to go directly through the 
ELCA office in Chicago. Another is to go through the 
Montana Synod or through your own synod, if it is different. 
Lastly, you can covenant directly with Our Saviour’s. These 
partnerships may have a specific time-frame and/or be for a 
specified monetary amount. Always, any commitment 
involves on-going prayer and communication. Donations 
can also be made on-line at our website through PayPal. 
 
Estate Planning 

We appreciate those who have remembered us in their 
trusts and wills. If you have not done so, we ask you to 
prayerfully consider this ministry in your estate planning. 
 
Upcoming Projects for 2014 
 With as many ramps and decks that we have around 
our buildings, we are looking to replacing the rear ramp on 
the Big Church and the front deck on the Parsonage. This 
summer will be the time to paint the Parsonage. We are 
looking to possibly installing metal roofs on the four cabins 
we use for summer Servant Groups. There may also be 
some renovation work going on in the Mission House. There 
may, also, be a bigger renovation project in the works at a 
house on the Reservation, as well as painting for some 
elders and the lawn work we do for them, too. 
 
Closing prayer 

Thank you Lord God, for Ministry Partners you have 
brought our way. We thank you for these companions we 
have with us along the Way. Bless and keep them safe from 
all harm. May they rest in you. Amen. 


